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McKenzie Tipple
Mount Savage
Private c. 1930

The McKenzie Coal Tipple is a simple timber tippl,
consisting of a wood frame and metal chute. The wood frame
at the lower end of the metal chute was designed as a backdrop for
the dumped coal.

The metal chute measures approximately twenty feet long; the
wood frame approximately fifteen feet wide and twenty feet high.

The McKenzie Tipplie is one of the simplest forms of the tipple
found in the Georges Creek Region. Coal wasbrought in wagons and
gravity tram cars from the mine to the tipple and dumped through
the tipple chute into empty tram cars or wagons below.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The McKenzie Coal Tipple is a simple timber tipple, consisting of

a wood frame and metal chute, It operated in the 1930s. It is
situated on the side of a steep slope with the metal chute designed
simply as a slide with a trough at the lower end. This opening

could be regulated with a lever to control the amount of coal being
loaded into tram cars or wagons below, The wood frame at the lower
end of the metal chute was designed as a backdrop for the dumped

coal,

The metal chute measures approximately twenty feet long; the
wood frame approximately fifteen feet wide and twenty feet high.

The McKenzie Tipple, used in a small-scale coal operation,
closely resembles the timber tipples used in fire clay mining.
Fire clay mining is the predominate type of mining in this immediate
area, the western slope of Big Savage Mountain, O three miles
west of the town of Mount Savage, which may explain why the design
of this tipple is more typical of fire clay tipples.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Local sources in the Mt. Savage vicinity call this tipple the
McKenzie Tipple, although according to a map of "Active Coal Mines
in the Georges Creek Basin-1930" found in Dean Mellander's Rails
to the Big Vein-The Short Lines of Allegany County, MD the McManis
Mine 1s located closer to this tipple than the McKenzie Mine. Both

mines were small scale deep coal mines which operated during the
1930s.

The design of tipples varied according to the size of the coal
mine and the function that was required, In a large operation, the
tipple was equipped to sort the coal, a process of separating the
coal into different sizes. In smaller mines, coal was sorted by hand
either in the mine or at the mouth of the mine, taken to the tipple
and dumped into empty tram cars.

The McKenzie Tipple is one of the simplest forms of the tipple
found in the Georges Creek Region. Coal was brought in wagons and
gravity tram cars from the mine to the tipple and dumped through
the tipple chute into empty tram cars or wagons below,
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